Chromosomal alterations and DNA content in rats during ageing.
Chromosome analysis of bone marrow cells from 96 sex-matched Rattus norvegicus of 12 different age groups showed a significant increase in hypodiploid cells with ageing. However, in meiotic preparations from gonadal cells of male rats the frequency of hypodiploid or hyperdiploid cells did not change significantly. In situ DNA estimation of bone marrow nuclei, following Feulgen cytophotometry, also did not show any significant difference with gradual age changes.